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Fracking Wastewater Tank Explosion: Concerns Over
Contaminated Water Reaching Farms

A P R I L  1 8 ,  2 0 1 5  /  1 2 : 2 1  P M  /  C B S  C O L O R A D O

WWEELLDD  CCOOUUNNTTYY,,  CCoolloo..  ((CCBBSS44))- Crews worked to keep contamination out of nearby

farms and irrigation ditches after tanks at a fracking wastewater facility in Weld County

burst into �ames on Friday afternoon.

The explosion happened about 1 p.m. at the site located near the intersection of Weld

County Road 47 and Weld County Road 64, just northeast of the Greeley Airport.

Workers at a storage and injection well site northeast of the Greeley-Weld County

Airport said lightning sparked the �re, and for a while the �ames were too dangerous

for crews to attack.
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Fracking wastewater, which does contain some petroleum, is stored at the site.

Fire�ghters were forced to watch at tanks exploded.

"It's vapor that gets heated up in those tanks and as things heat up, they expand and

create internal pressure in the tanks," said Greeley Fire Department Fire Marshal Dale

Lyman.

The �re burned for nearly �ve hours. Three homes were evacuated near the �re but no

injuries were reported.

"We were concerned that radiant heat may ignite the trees and maybe the house," said

Lyman.

(credit: CBS)
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Lyman said the �ammable �uid contained inside each tank is what remains after

drilling, a mix of mostly water, crude oil and chemicals. It's taken to the tanks where

crews separate the water and oil and re-inject it into the ground.

Crews built a dam to try to contain the runo� from the �re, hoping to keep the

contaminated water from reaching nearby farms and irrigation ditches.

Crews said on Friday night it was too soon to tell how much of the fracking wastewater

seeped into the ground or if it got into irrigation ditches and farmland.

CBS4 was not able to reach the site's owner, NGL, for comment.

(credit: CBS)

More from CBS News

Colorado Gator Farm continues rebuilding process after devastating fire

Fire breaks out at former Lake Street Kmart building in south Minneapolis

Manage Cookies

Fracking Wastewater Tank Explosion: Concerns Over Contaminated Wa... https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/fracking-wastewater-tank-exp...

3 of 5 20/10/2023, 17:23

https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/colorado-gator-farm-rebuilding-process-devastating-fire/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/minnesota/news/kmart-fire-minneapolis-lake-street/?intcid=CNR-02-0623


©2023 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved.

Terms of Use

Privacy Policy

Manage Cookies

CBS Colorado

News

Sports

Weather

Contests

Program Guide

Sitemap

Download Our App

Advertise

Paramount+

CBS Television Jobs

Public File for KCNC-TV

Public Inspection File Help

FCC Applications

EEO Report

In: Greeley Weld County Explosion

DeKalb County explosion levels home, injures person

Fire causes partial roof collapse at Pittsburgh-area home

Manage Cookies

Fracking Wastewater Tank Explosion: Concerns Over Contaminated Wa... https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/fracking-wastewater-tank-exp...

4 of 5 20/10/2023, 17:23

https://legal.paramount.com/us/en/cbsi/terms-of-use
https://legal.paramount.com/us/en/cbsi/terms-of-use
https://www.viacomcbsprivacy.com/en/policy/?r=cbsnews.com/colorado/
https://www.viacomcbsprivacy.com/en/policy/?r=cbsnews.com/colorado/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/fracking-wastewater-tank-explosion-concerns-over-contaminated-water-reaching-farms/#
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/fracking-wastewater-tank-explosion-concerns-over-contaminated-water-reaching-farms/#
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/cbs-colorado/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/cbs-colorado/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/local-news/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/local-news/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/sports/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/sports/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/weather/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/weather/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/contests/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/contests/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/program-guide/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/program-guide/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/sitemap/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/sitemap/
https://apps.cbslocal.com/denver/
https://apps.cbslocal.com/denver/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/cbs-colorado-sales-marketing-team/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/cbs-colorado-sales-marketing-team/
https://www.paramountplus.com/?ftag=PPM-06-10aib4i
https://www.paramountplus.com/?ftag=PPM-06-10aib4i
https://www.paramount.com/careers/experienced
https://www.paramount.com/careers/experienced
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/kcnc-tv
https://publicfiles.fcc.gov/tv-profile/kcnc-tv
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/public-inspection/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/public-inspection/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/fcc-applications/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/fcc-applications/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/eeo-reports/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/eeo-reports/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/tag/greeley/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/tag/greeley/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/tag/weld-county/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/tag/weld-county/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/tag/explosion/
https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/tag/explosion/
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/house-explosion-dekalb-county/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/fire-harrison-city-mount-manor-road/?intcid=CNR-02-0623
https://www.facebook.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.facebook.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.facebook.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.facebook.com/CBSColorado/
https://twitter.com/CBSNewsColorado
https://twitter.com/CBSNewsColorado
https://twitter.com/CBSNewsColorado
https://twitter.com/CBSNewsColorado
https://www.instagram.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.instagram.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.instagram.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.instagram.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.instagram.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.instagram.com/CBSColorado/
https://www.youtube.com/@CBSColorado
https://www.youtube.com/@CBSColorado
https://www.youtube.com/@CBSColorado
https://www.youtube.com/@CBSColorado


Manage Cookies

Fracking Wastewater Tank Explosion: Concerns Over Contaminated Wa... https://www.cbsnews.com/colorado/news/fracking-wastewater-tank-exp...

5 of 5 20/10/2023, 17:23


