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Shell chemicals plant in Deer Park reports
'flaring’ due to tornado in the area

Shell officials said the flaring does not pose any threat to the community.

Ariana Garcia, Chron

Updated: Jan. 25,2023 10:41 a.m.
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On Tuesday, Shell, the oil and gas company, announced that severe weather events resulted in flaring at its
chemicals plant in Deer Park.

kampee patisena/Getty Images

The oil and gas company Shell announced Tuesday afternoon that its chemicals

facility located in Deer Park south of Houston was experiencing an incident after

a violent tornado passed through the area. In a follow up announcement, Shell

confirmed that the incident resulted in the site flaring due to the day's weather

events.

"Due to severe weather and the resulting loss of on-site steam, Shell Chemicals
at Deer Park is currently flaring," Shell tweeted. "There is no threat to the
community, nor are there any indications a nearby tornado touched down within
the Chemicals facility." Shell added that it is currently taking steps to minimize
any noise, light, or smoke associated with the flaring activity, "though it's

expected to continue until the units are restarted,' the tweet read. @ Privacy Settings
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We're currently experiencing an incident due to
severe weather. We're taking steps to minimize any
noise, light, or smoke associated with this flaring
activity. This is being handled within the boundaries
of this facility. There is no threat to the community.
pic.twitter.com/hLrbSx0x1u

— Shell Deer Park Chemicals (@ShellDeerPark) January 24, 2023

Due to severe weather and the resulting loss of on-site
steam, Shell Chemicals at Deer Park is currently
flaring. There is no threat to the community, nor are
there any indications a nearby tornado touched down

within the Chemicals facility.
— Shell Deer Park Chemicals (@ShellDeerPark) January 24, 2023

In a video attached to the tweet, Shell officials explained that flaring plays a "key
role" in keeping plants safe. "Once flared the hydrocarbon has been safely

treated, and potential emissions have been reduced by at least 98 percent.
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Pemex, which owns the oil refinery in Deer Park, also reported "operational
upsets" that resulted in flaring due to the severe weather events, per a report
from Reuters. On social media, local residents shared photos they captured of a
burning flame spouting out of a tall, poll-like structure at the facility, sending

extensive black smoke into the sky.
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flare is in this picture #RefineryLife #OIL #Refining
#Texas #EFT #COM pic.twitter.com/OFQrWyPDFc

— 90s Random Consultant (@ManchesterUtd81) January 24, 2023

After forming near Beltway 8 south of downtown Houston, the destructive
twister traveled into Deer Park and Baytown, Texas, leaving behind significant
damage to power lines and property in its wake Tuesday afternoon. Among the
damages included a tornado-related structure collapse at the San Jacinto Manor
nursing home in Deer Park, the Atascocita Fire Department announced Tuesday
afternoon. As of this writing, it's unclear how many or whether there were
casualties caused by the tornado. The severe storms continue to batter

southeast Texas as they push eastward toward Louisiana.

More News

Politics | 'Elon Musk' tax seeks to stop California billionaire exodus to TX
Downtown | One of Houston's skyscrapers to become apartment complex

Education | Texas could possibly take over HISD. Here's what we kn~w
@ Privacy Settings

T anal |l Cridar T and ArAanctriintinn nnamnanyr nharaad writh hid_oricccina

50f8 03/02/2023, 16:49


https://twitter.com/AVFDOEM/status/1617999977690845187?s=20&t=TQFDKz5cOkEUg_wTitW0vQ
https://twitter.com/AVFDOEM/status/1617999977690845187?s=20&t=TQFDKz5cOkEUg_wTitW0vQ
https://www.chron.com/politics/article/elon-musk-tax-texas-17741903.php
https://www.chron.com/politics/article/elon-musk-tax-texas-17741903.php
https://www.chron.com/politics/article/elon-musk-tax-texas-17741903.php
https://www.chron.com/politics/article/elon-musk-tax-texas-17741903.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/houston-apartments-exxon-building-17736880.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/houston-apartments-exxon-building-17736880.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/houston-apartments-exxon-building-17736880.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/houston-apartments-exxon-building-17736880.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/houston-isd-state-takeover-17735773.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/houston-isd-state-takeover-17735773.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/houston-isd-state-takeover-17735773.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/education/article/houston-isd-state-takeover-17735773.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/fraud-houston-texas-17743781.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/fraud-houston-texas-17743781.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/fraud-houston-texas-17743781.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/fraud-houston-texas-17743781.php
https://twitter.com/hashtag/RefineryLife?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/RefineryLife?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/OIL?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/OIL?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Refining?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Refining?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Texas?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/Texas?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EFT?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/EFT?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COM?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/hashtag/COM?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/0FQrWyPDFc
https://t.co/0FQrWyPDFc
https://twitter.com/ManchesterUtd81/status/1618004607481053191?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://twitter.com/ManchesterUtd81/status/1618004607481053191?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw

Deer Park chemical plant reports 'flaring' following tornado https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/houston-tornado-she...

nvoeal I uusal LiAdllu LULIDLL UL L1IvlLL \,Ulllt}all‘y viliial Sbu vvilill viu 1 1661116 11auu

For the latest and best from Chron, sign up for our daily newsletter here.

Written By

Ariana Garcia
Reach Ariana on
Ariana Garcia joined Chron in 2021. Previously, she was a community news and breaking news

reporter for the Austin American-Statesman. She enjoys binge-watching anime and films makeup
tutorials in her spare time.
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Headed to the Super Bowl? VIP spots = The Best Business Lunch in Houston

to celebrate near the stadium Save time by clicking through these lunchtime

Rihanna won't be the only celeb in town. eateries near every Houston business district.
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How to score cheap flights (and The Best Houston Steakhouses
mistake fares) in 2023 Stop wondering where to find the best

Travel expert Scott Keyes expects more mistake steakhouses in Houston and use our handy guide
fares this year. to the most delectable steak restaurants in town.

When you buy through links on our site, we may earn an affiliate commission. Learn More.

EDITOR'S PICKS

How the Katy Freeway is actually, Texas ice storm: More than 400,000
scientifically awful without power Thursday morning
More lanes don't fix the problem. Central Texas is experiencing growing power

outages as an ice storm pummels the region.

@ Privacy Settings

7 of 8 03/02/2023, 16:49


https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/article/scotts-cheap-flights-rebrands-going-17730905.php
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/map/best-houston-steakhouses/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/support-faq/
https://www.chron.com/shopping/support-faq/
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/it-s-not-just-you-the-katy-freeway-is-15945843.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/it-s-not-just-you-the-katy-freeway-is-15945843.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/it-s-not-just-you-the-katy-freeway-is-15945843.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/it-s-not-just-you-the-katy-freeway-is-15945843.php
https://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/article/it-s-not-just-you-the-katy-freeway-is-15945843.php
https://www.chron.com/weather/article/texas-power-outages-17756710.php
https://www.chron.com/weather/article/texas-power-outages-17756710.php
https://www.chron.com/weather/article/texas-power-outages-17756710.php
https://www.chron.com/weather/article/texas-power-outages-17756710.php
https://www.chron.com/weather/article/texas-power-outages-17756710.php

Deer Park chemical plant reports 'flaring' following tornado
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Texans coordinator candidates start

to emerge

The next order of business for DeMeco Ryans is

filling out his staff.
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