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By News18.com  

5 Min Read

Ennore, a city 25 km from Tamil Nadu's Chennai, and its near-by villages have

been dealing with a new problem post Cyclone Michaung. The flood water

reportedly entered a near-by refinery, which led to oil spill — now spread to about

20 square kilometers.
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by Taboola

While the spill happened from the refinery of Chennai Petroleum Corporation

Ltd (CPCL) over a week ago, reports say that the damage to Chennai's eco

sensitive Ennore creek is only getting worse.

According to a report in NDTV, oil is floating all over river Kosasthalaiyar. Tar balls

and thick layers of oil are seen in several pockets along the coastline. A trail of oil

deposits can also be seen on the shores and the fishing boats.

India Today accessed satellite images from the Copernicus Sentinel Program

that showed the oil spill in large swathes floating through the Ennore Creek into

the Bay of Bengal.

• According to a report in Deccan Herald, people have been spending days

together cleaning the oil stains from their homes besides losing electronic

appliances and documents.

• Thousands of fishermen have not been able to venture into fishing even after

rains have stopped as fish catch smells of oil, the report stated.

• Vehicles parked in the area have also been affected with oil stains visible on

them even as streets still bearing the traces of oil, despite flood water receding.

• Hundreds of fish, prawns, and crabs have been found dead in the Kosasthalaiyar

You May Like

Sovereign Gold Bond 2023-24 Series III: Steps to buy SGB online via net banking

Stained books, burning eyes, itchy hands: Oil spill in Ennore, triggered ... https://www.cnbctv18.com/environment/ennore-oil-spill-stained-books-...

6 of 12 19/12/2023, 11:44

https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-cnbc-tv18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid-article:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-cnbc-tv18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid-article:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-cnbc-tv18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid-article:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2MMA32f3EPeDE2LS15
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2MMA32f3EPeDE2LS15
https://www.cnbctv18.com/personal-finance/sovereign-gold-bond-series-iii-steps-to-buy-sgb-online-net-banking-ways-18598431.htm?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=
https://www.cnbctv18.com/personal-finance/sovereign-gold-bond-series-iii-steps-to-buy-sgb-online-net-banking-ways-18598431.htm?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=
https://www.cnbctv18.com/personal-finance/sovereign-gold-bond-series-iii-steps-to-buy-sgb-online-net-banking-ways-18598431.htm?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=
https://www.cnbctv18.com/personal-finance/sovereign-gold-bond-series-iii-steps-to-buy-sgb-online-net-banking-ways-18598431.htm?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=


River due to the impact of oil mixing with flood water on December 4 and 5

when extremely heavy rains drenched Chennai, the publication stated.

Deccan Herald further stated that residents of Ernavur, Adi Dravidar Colony,

Thiruveethiamman Kovil, and fishing villages complain that they have been

encountering several health issues since the oil spill last week, besides feeling

suffocated due to the odour of the oil.

According to the report, the residents have alleged that the culprit is the

Chennai Petroleum Corporation Limited (CPCL) refinery in near-by Manali which,

according to them, released oil into the flood water.

From burning sensation in the eyes to itching in hands and legs to giddiness,

their problems have only increased even as they struggle to rebuild their lives

battered by the cyclone, DH stated.

A report in NDTV stated that Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board identified

inadequate stormwater management at CPCL, which led to overflowing of oil

mixed water amid floods triggered by cyclone Michaung.

However, a report in The Week stated that while representing the case in the

National Green Tribunal (NGT), the CPCL on Tuesday blamed the TNPCB for

coming out with an incomplete report.

CPCL has reportedly engaged fishermen to clean up the oil. "Due to the

incessant rains caused by cyclone Michaung there was unprecedented flooding

inside the CPCL refinery in Manali. Presently water levels have receded. There

was no pipeline leak from the refinery. We are investigating the matter," CPCL

was quoted as saying.

With no protective gear the fishermen were seen cleaning the oil using mugs,

The Week stated.
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On the other hand, environmental activists are of the opinion that both the

pollution control board and the oil company are at fault.

"The regulatory authority underplayed the situation. Underplaying the system

only increases the risk. CPCL says there is no pipeline leak, while TNPCB says

there are oil traces. It is a huge environmental problem," environmental activist

Nithyanand Jeyaraman was quoted by The Week.

He added that the government should now ensure that the oil spread is

contained, and take measures for safe disposal of the oil.

Considering oil leak or oil spill is among the worst ecological disasters, there are

various stern measures that authorities can take, which includes hefty penalty to

jail term.

In 2020, the National Green Tribunal had imposed an interim penalty of Rs 25

crore on PSU major Oil India over its failure to stop fire in Assam's Baghjan oil

well resulting in damage to the environment.

There are various international laws too for merchant ships that may spill oil due

to negligence. Many countries have their own stringent law too in this regard.

Section 356J of the Merchant shipping Act, 1958, describes the power to give a

notice to the owner, etc, of polluting ship when the central government is

satisfied the ship is not as per the prescribed rules.

Section 356K of the same Act states that if a person, after being served the notice

under section 356J, fails to comply, the central government can convict the

person of an offense.

The oil spill took place outside the Kamarajar Port in Ennore on 27 January, 2017,

when an outbound empty tanker BW Maple collided with an inbound loaded oil

tanker Dawn Kanchipuram at 4 am, which was unexpected.
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In the morning of January 27, the Kamarajar port authority released a press

statement that there is no damage to the environment and no casualty or injury

to persons. However, by afternoon, oil spill sheen was visible with dead turtles

being washed ashore and residents of nearby coastal areas reporting a strong

smell of oil.
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Ο Γρηγόρης Αρναούτογλου σόκαρε με την αποκάλυψή του.
Δες Περισσότερα

With Reliance’s premiumisation and consumer biz in focus, analysts see up to
20% upside in shares
Reliance share price: UBS, with a buy rating, has raised the target price on RIL shares to Rs 
3,000, which means it expects the stock to see a rally of more than 19%.

PM Modi to flag off second Delhi-Varanasi Vande Bharat train; Here's a complete
list of all trains
Among the upcoming Vande Bharat Express routes include Jammu-Srinagar, Secunderabad-
Pune, Bengaluru-Coimbatore, Haridwar-Varanasi among others.
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Meghan Markle's No Makeup Photo: Her Real Face Is Quite Different .

Stained books, burning eyes, itchy hands: Oil spill in Ennore, triggered ... https://www.cnbctv18.com/environment/ennore-oil-spill-stained-books-...
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Stock Split: Nestle India shares jump to an all-time high on announcement of
record date
Earlier on October 19, the FMCG's board had approved a stock split in the ratio of 1:10. This 
means each share that an investor holds will be subdivided into 10 shares.

Sajjan Jindal denies rape allegations, calls them 'false and baseless'
The JSW Group Chariman and MD has been booked under IPC 376 (rape), IPC 354 (assault or 
criminal force to woman with intent to outrage her modesty), and IPC 503 (criminal intimidation).
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Air India’s makeover begins — what is new?

10 destinations to go on a foreign trip where you can stay for almost the same
cost as Goa

Πέργολα | Διαφημίσεις αναζήτησης | Sponsored

Η πέργκολα αλουμινίου τώρα δεν κοστίζει σχεδόν τίποτα (Ρίξτε μια ματιά)

JTL Industries hits 52-week high as board gives nod to preferential allotment, QIP
to raise ₹1,310 crore
JTL Industries Share Price: The company’s board has given approval to raise the fund through an 
issue of warrants to promoters along with two public entities and a preferential issue of shares to…

Kuwait's ruling emir, Sheikh Nawaf Al Ahmad Al Sabah, dies at age 86
Kuwait's deputy ruler and his half-brother, Sheikh Meshal Al Ahmad Al Jaber, now 83, is believed 
to be the world's oldest crown prince. He is in line to take over as Kuwait's ruler.

Stained books, burning eyes, itchy hands: Oil spill in Ennore, triggered ... https://www.cnbctv18.com/environment/ennore-oil-spill-stained-books-...
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Happy Forgings IPO opens today: Should you subscribe to the issue?

Infosys surprises employees with revised salaries, average pay hike below 10%

Sunil Gavaskar supports Hardik Pandya replacing Rohit Sharma as
Mumbai Indians skipper
Gavaskar believes that Rohit had become fatigued and was unable to contribute substantially with 
the bat in the past few seasons. Pandya was roped in MI from Gujarat Titans (GT) in an all-cash …

Stained books, burning eyes, itchy hands: Oil spill in Ennore, triggered ... https://www.cnbctv18.com/environment/ennore-oil-spill-stained-books-...
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